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A member of the American Association of Woodturners  
Location: Homewood Senior Center at 816 Oak Grove Road, Homewood, AL 35209 

Web Site: www.alabamawoodturners.com 

Coming Events 

 

Nov 8th – Tree Decorating @ 
Sheraton Hotel (yes you can 
come to this) 

Nov 11th –9 am Meeting. 
Worth Barham demo on use of 
Corian in candlesticks 

Dec 9th – Christmas Meeting.  
Regular time… will include 
lunch.  No demo. 

Officers of AWA 

President – Dave Chanslor 

Vice President – Pat Johnson 

Secretary – James Armstrong 

Treasurer – Phillip Duffy 

Directors:  Tim Austin, Worth 
Barham, Jim Black, Bill Cleage, 
Pat Connell, Bruce Gibson, 
Larry Thomas, and Jerry 
Osmundson 

Web Master – Harold Jones 

Newsletter Editor – Jerry 
Hanchey 
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If you weren’t there on the third Saturday in October you missed a very 

good meeting.  I know that some of you came on the second Saturday and 
found that the meeting really was moved to the third Saturday in October 

as advertised.  This was a one time thing (we hope) due to a wedding held 
during our regular time slot.  We will be back to our regular schedule in 
November.  I am sorry for the inconvenience and we missed those of you 

that came the wrong Saturday! We had a round robin wood turning 
program and it was enjoyed by all.  We had seven turners:  Harold Hall making ornaments, Bill West 
making ornaments,  John Carpenter making pens, Bob Henry making a “Chinese ball”, Moody Davis 

making spinning tops, Will Pate making ornaments that were figures to be painted and Wilford Bickel 
demonstrating the Sorby texturing and spiraling tool.  The idea was for the spectators to watch and 
learn then get some hands on experience and there was a lot of participation from members and 

visitors alike.  Moody Davis had all the women over at his lathe learning to make tops – what a smooth 
woodturner he is!  Harold Hall was turning out ornaments like a machine.  Bill West was showing how to 
paint ornaments with a special jig he designed (patient pending).  (Editor’s note:  hope he has a good 

doctor.)   Bob Henry mesmerized the audience with the intricate work on those Chinese balls – they 
have to be seen to be believed! Will Pate was showing how to use a skew but only a few brave souls 
wanted to try it out.  Everyone did a good job and I think we got some visitors hooked on turning.   

There were 6 visitors at the meeting and they seemed to be enjoying and participating.  We had 5 
visitors in September so it’s great to have visitors at our meeting whether they are potential members or 
just interested in seeing what we do.  We are seeing more wives and young people at the meetings 

which is great.  Woodturning can be a family affair! 
We had one new member in October, Rick Crawford from Hanceville.  We gave away two door 

prizes, drawing from registered members and visitors.  The two $15 gift certificates from Craft Supplies 

went to Brian Simmons and Judy Osmundson. 
Jim Black did his usual good job of organizing the collection of Christmas ornaments for the 

Children’s Hospital tree this year.  At last report he tells me that there are 321 ornaments so far and I 

know about 15 more that will be turned in this week. 

 Proposed slate of 
officers for next 
year  

 

Pictures from last 
meeting 
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220 Cahaba Valley Rd. 
Pelham, AL 35124 
Phone: (205) 988-3600 
Web Site:  www.woodcraft.com 
Email:  Birmingham-retail@woodcraft.com 
 
Store Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: 9 am – 7 pm 
Thursday: 9 am – 9 pm 
Saturday: 9 am – 6 pm 
Sunday: noon – 5 pm 

 
 

Go by and see Tom and the guys!! 
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Training is one of the most important services we provide to our members and Will Pate continues to do an excellent job providing 

training opportunities to our members and guests.  We had a pepper mill class Saturday after the meeting and another is scheduled 
for later.  He announced in the meeting that we will have a ”hands on” class after every meeting in 2007.  Will, thanks for your hard 

work and expert guidance in this area. 
There are many people that are always hard at work in their spare time helping our club keep on the move.  One such person is 

Judy Osmundson.  At the last meeting she organized a session to make Christmas bows for our tree in the back of the room, helped 

by Gay Austin, Joanie Bickel and Laraine Stewart.  Thanks ladies. 
The November program will be Worth Barham.  Worth will show us how to make candle sticks with inlayed Corian.  
The Christmas party and annual business meeting will be on December 9th.  It will be a lunch meeting with the election of officers, 

drawing for the chuck and an exchange of gifts but no demonstration program.  We will give more details in the December newsletter 
but it starts about 11:00 and is over by 1:00.  The gift exchange works like this:  Bring a gift, preferably that you have made your self, 
and exchange it in a drawing.  If you bring two gifts, a gift from you and your wife, both will get a gift from the drawing.  If you do not 

bring a gift – sorry but you won’t get to draw for one!  We will have a few door prizes too!  At the meeting we will draw for the winner of 
the Talon chuck based on Christmas ornaments turned.  For every five ornaments turned, you get one chance in the drawing. 

Someone asked about the Campbell School scholarship.  The board voted to table that until next year since we are taking on 

more expense with the $100 per month rent we now pay to the Senior Center.  We are considering a gift for the John Campbell School 
to help with the building of the new Woodturning Center. 

Phil Duffy has been selling smocks, shirts and hats with the AWA logo and they are moving fast.  Let him know if you want one – 

They are nice!  Thanks to Phil for that.  Phil has passed on to me the information I need to complete the IRS filing for finalizing our tax-
exempt status.  The IRS will notify us soon to file the form and we will have 90 days to do it – so thanks to Phil for pouring over the 
past records so we are ready.  The form is a simple one so I will do it when the time comes. 

In the coming year we want more of our members to take the opportunity to participate if you want to be more involved in AWA 
functions.  Things like the web site, the audio setup, newsletter, training, library, and a few others need some volunteers.  We have 
over one hundred members who are talented and skilled, so we want your help.  Call me!  
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SLATE OF PROPOSED OFFICERS FOR 2007 

 The following members are being submitted by the nominating committee to serve as officers and board members for 
AWA in 2007.  The membership will vote during the December business meeting to approve this slate (or not.)  The 
nominees are President, Dave Chanslor; Vice President, Bruce Gibson; Secretary, Richard Serviss; Treasurer, Phil 
Duffy; Board of Directors; Worth Barham, Jim Black, Pat Connell, Don Blankenship, Phillip Fortmeyer, Lee Taylor, and 
Jerry Osmundson.  According to the by-laws, someone can be nominated from the floor. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

For those interested in joining our club, it is a great way to share and learn woodturning techniques.  With over a hundred 

members, the experience of our members ranges from novice to professional turner.  Some have big fancy lathes and some have 
none.  Everyone who is the least bit interested in knowing more about this addictive hobby, contact Philip Duffy at (256) 355-4201 
or Dave Chanslor at (205) 669-5196 and they’ll happily answer your questions and get you signed up.  OR…come visit us at our 

next meeting.  We meet the second Saturday of each month.  Meeting starts at 9:00 am, but people start showing up much earlier.  
Questions are welcome and answers are plentiful. 
 

Meeting Location  
 
From I-65 N, exit 256B (From I-65 S, exit 256A).  Turn West on Oxmoor Rd. go about .5 mi – halfway there take the left fork at the 
traffic light (means you’ll go straight ahead) – Turn left onto Oak Grove Road and go about .2 mi.  Homewood Senior Center is on 

the right. Check out our Web Site at www.alabamawoodturners.com for much more about our club. 
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The following pictures are from our last meeting where the “round robin” allowed everyone to see different members 
do different demonstrations.  We were glad to see several visitors and some of our newer members actively participating 
and getting questions answered.  Some were also getting a little “hands-on” training which is a fundamental purpose of 
these types of demonstrations.  If you missed it, because you thought the meeting was a week earlier – PAY 
ATTENTION TO THE ANNOUNCEMENTS! -- . Just kidding, but these will give you an idea of what it was like. 

 

Harold Hall – another ornament ready to go! 

Will Pate turns an Ornament 

 

Bob Henry shows how to 
turn a Chinese Ball using 
jigs he made for this 
purpose. 

Wilford Bickel answers 
questions about the use of 
the Sorby Spiraling and 
Texturing Tool.  Proper 
lathe speed and the right 
kind of wood can make or 
break the outcome here. 

 

The Group 

Bill West explains a principle of turning to a visitor 

  



 


