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12 May — Nelson Brooks:
Vacuum chucking and
Segmented bowls

9 Jun — Dave Chanslor: Two
Piece Hollow Form

14 Jul — Wes Jones: Surface
Texturing

11 Aug — Lawrence Thomas :
Pen Styles

9 Sep — Mel Brown: Sorby
Texturing Tool
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Update

We had a great meeting in April with 79 attendees signed up but |
counted almost 90 people. Since we had an out of town speaker, we
cooked ‘burgers, dogs etc. and fed the whole crowd. Will Pate and Phil
Fortmeyer cooked outside and Judy Osmundson, Shirley Thomas and
Jennifer Smith put the meal together in the kitchen and served it. Thanks
to all who helped make the meeting a good one. We are getting good
crowds at the meeting thanks to good programs and the training events
after plus the great fellowship before and after the meetings. AWA has signed up 18 new members so
far this year.

The program for April was Nick Cook showing us how to make pepper mills. Nick is a real pro and
proved it with a good demonstration completing a turned paper mill and explaining just how to do it.

The pepper mill Nick made was given away in a drawing at the end of the program and was won by
Judy Osmundson.

We had our “Presidents Pear Challenge” at this meeting which was a competition to make
something out of a piece of Bradford pear since we got all of that pear wood from Vestavia. First place
Bob Henry's Chinese ball, second place went to Phil Fortmeyer with a nice natural edged bowl. Third
place went to Brian Simmons who made a wooden sail boat from a bowl that went bust! Very creative
of Brain who says his son gave him the idea.

We are having our annual Woodcraft club day in June after meeting on the 9™, See Nelson Brooks
if you can come and demo. You can use a Woodcraft mini lathe or bring your own. It's always a good
time and they even cook hot dogs for us. Anchorseal day is in May. We are getting a 55 gallon drum of
Anchorseal and will sell it at cost to members at the meeting for $7.00 per gallon. Please bring correct
change or a check made out to AWA. Thanks to Pat Connell for taking care of the arrival of the drum
at his workplace. Norris Jackman will coordinate the distribution and will get the drum to the meeting
Saturday. We need some volunteers to help with the distribution so please get there early to get your
Anchorseal and help with filling jugs. Remember to bring jugs that are an even gallon like a milk jug.

Phil Duffy gave a financial report at the April meeting. We have about $7,600 in bank.

Next month the program will be Nelson Brooks making something interesting but | really don’t know
what, so come and check it out!

Continued on page 3

220 Cahaba Valley Rd.

Pelham, AL 35124

Phone: (205) 988-3600

Web Site: www.woodcraft.com

Email: Birmingham-retail@woodcraft.com

Store Hours:

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: 9 am — 7 pm
Thursday: 9 am — 9 pm

Saturday: 9 am — 6 pm

Sunday: noon — 5 pm

Go by and see Tom and the guys!!
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Southern States VII Woodturning Symposium — Jerry Hanchey

The 2007 Southern States Woodturning Symposium was
held the last weekend in April in Gainesville, Ga. Several
members from our club attended and took advantage of the
many demonstrations and vendor offerings. We also had a
chance to get to know each other a little better (and perhaps
find out some stuff we didn’t really need to know.)

The events schedule consisted of five separate rooms set
up to allow five separate demonstrations to be conducted
simultaneously. There were two rounds of demonstrations
each morning and each afternoon. So from noon on Friday,
when things kicked off, through noon Sunday there were 40
demonstrations to choose from. Of course you couldn't see
them all, but you had plenty of choices. The primary
demonstrators (the guys with the biggest reputations) were
Dale Nish from Salt Lake City area, Mike Mahoney also from
Utah, Bruce Bell from Australia, and a last minute substitution
had John Jordan from Tennessee replace Soren Berger who
had a family issue prevent him from attending. In addition,
Mark Kauder who's famous for his segmented work stepped up
to fill a couple of rotations. There were also several vendors
who specialize in woodturning stuff present to let us get rid of
some more money. As they say, “it's the stuff you just gotta
have, but don't need” that is hard to walk away from.

Besides the big names, there were several excellent
turners from area clubs who also demonstrated. One of those
was Frank Penta from North Carolina. Frank is a very good
turner and excellent demonstrator who is a pleasure to watch
and listen to. He showed us how to do multi-axis turnings. |
watched one on platters and am definitely going to try it. Bruce
Hoover from Sanding Solutions gave a demo on sanding your
work. | sat in thinking this will probably take 30 minutes and be
mostly a waste of time...not so fast...he took the full 90
minutes and didn’t cover everything he had to say. | learned
quite a bit about sanding techniques and some things I'd never
known. Most of us know Nick Cook and are familiar with his
work and reputation. He also participated as a host and
demonstrated a new product called the Elbo Tool. All in all it
was a great weekend.

Pat and Mary Johnson were both busy working to help
keep things on track and making sure everyone had what they
needed. Pat spent an interesting 90 minutes trying to provide
video support for one of John Jordan’s demonstrations. You
ought to ask him about that sometime.

I suppose the highlight for me was watching two rotations
by Dale Nish. [I've known of him since | started turning but
have never seen him work. He recently turned 75 and doesn’t
seem to have lost any of his skill has a demonstrator and

teacher. He has a

dry sense of humor

and periodically

interjects a joke or

anecdote that

keeps his audience

laughing  through

most of the demo.

He is truly a “tell it

like it is” kind of guy.

The

banquet/auction on Saturday night, raised over $7000.00 for
education — contributions to John C Campbell and scholarships
— which was more than last year by about $500. The highest
priced items were a small segmented vessel by Mark Kauder
and a platter which had been turned during a demo by Mike
Mahoney. Mike is a

production  turner

who does a lot of

closed hollow

vessels like burial

urns. But, boy is he

fast!!! He can

hollow a vessel in

five minutes or less

that would take me

a couple of hours.
Did | mention that
he is fast?

Oh yes, | almost forgot...Bill Hubbard, yes our own Bill
Hubbard, bought more stuff at the auction than the rest of the
attendees combined!!! (I'm kidding, | think) Bill said he had

built a new house
and needed some
nice “stuff” to put in
a gallery area that
the entrance area of
his house. I've
gotta go visit Bill.
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Hands-on classes scheduled with visiting pros are firming up. Craig Timmerman will come in August and there will be a sign up
sheet for him at the May meeting. He will be showing groups of six how to make “flying bowls. Sign up for this at the meeting. The
cost will be $50 per person. Mike Mahoney will be doing a workshop in November as previously announced and we have room for

three or four more for those three days.

The Southern States Symposium was held at the end of April. See Jerry’s article on page two for a report.

We have another raffle coming up for a Ricon Mini-Lathe! Barron Bartlett, the reigning raffle czar will be selling the winning ticket
at the May meeting. Bring your money and your rabbit’s foot or lucky charm of your choice.

Library czar Bob Rosser has asked that everyone check to see if they have any outstanding club videos and please turn them in.

We will send out an email with list of who has them as a reminder.

Well, that's it for the May newsletter. | am looking forward to seeing you all at the meeting on the 12" of May.

- Dave

April Club Workshop — by Will Pate

Nick Cook’s turning philosophy is to sketch it, make a
prototype and
only then make
the project.

All who
attended April's
hands-on
finished a very
nice Pepper Mill
with this
process.

Special Thanks to Richard Serviss, Earl Robertson & Phil
Fortmeyer who made the class fun and helped put all the parts
together. Could not have done without you.
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For those interested in joining our club, it is a great way to share
and learn woodturning techniques. With over a hundred
members, the experience of our members ranges from novice to
professional turner. Some have big fancy lathes and some have
none. Everyone who is the least bit interested in knowing more
about this addictive hobby, contact Philip Duffy at (256) 355-
4201 or Dave Chanslor at (205) 669-5196 and they’ll happily
answer your questions and get you signed up. OR...come visit
us at our next meeting. We meet the second Saturday of each
month. Meeting starts at 9:00 am, but people start showing up
much earlier. Questions are welcome and answers are plentiful.

Class Schedule

Apr 14 Hands-On Class with Nick Cook
May 12 Special, Inside-Outside Judy Osmundson
Ornaments Judy’s Way
Jun 9 Basic Pen Turning Alton Sizemore
Jul 14 Tool Making (Bill's Shop) Bill West and Will
Pate
Aug 11 How to use Scrapers Ronnie Perkins
Sep 8 Spiraling & Texturing Tools Wilford Bickford &
Jerry Hanchey
Oct 13 Veneer Christmas Ornaments
Brian Simmons
Nov 10 Round Robin Turning
Dec 8 Christmas Party

Meeting Location

From I-65 N, exit 256B (From I-65 S, exit 256A). Turn West on
Oxmoor Rd. go about .5 mi — halfway there take the left fork at
the traffic light (means you'll go straight ahead) — Turn left onto
Oak Grove Road and go about .2 mi. Homewood Senior Center
is on the right. Check out our Web Site at
www.alabamawoodturners.com for much more about our club.




