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A member of the American Association of Woodturners  
Location: Homewood Senior Center at 816 Oak Grove Road, Homewood, AL 35209 

Web Site: www.alabamawoodturners.com 

Coming Events 

10 Mar � Pat Johnson: Natural 
Edge Vessels 

14 Apr � Nick Cook:  Use of the 
skew chisel. 

12 May � Nelson Brooks: TBA 

9 Jun � Dave Chanslor: Two 
Piece Hollow Form 

14 Jul � Wes Jones: Surface 
Texturing 

 

Officers of AWA 
President � Dave Chanslor 

Vice President � Bruce 
Gibson 

Secretary � Richard Serviss 

Treasurer � Phillip Duffy 

Directors:  Worth Barham, Jim 
Black, Pat Connell, Don 
Blankenship, Phillip Fortmeyer, 
Lee Taylor and Jerry 
Osmundson 

Web Master � Robert Scheitlin 

Newsletter Editor � Jerry 
Hanchey 
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 The February meeting was a big success.  We had over 70 attendees.  
71 people signed in but the �unofficial� headcount was 80.  We had several 
new members to join AWA in February.  They are Conrad Crews of 
Trussville, Norris Jackman of Chelsea, Kevin Felderhoft of Hoover, Jess 
Walls of Boaz, Thomas Ripple of Guntersville, Jim Alderman of Cropwell, 
Huey Stafford of Pell City and Lenton Williams of Wattsville, AL.  Welcome 
to AWA to all of our new members this year! 
 During the meeting Robert Sheitlin our webmaster, Worth Barham and Phil Fortmeyer (both board 
members) were taking pictures of members for the member directory on the web.  This in the members-
only directory on our web site which requires a password to access.  This will be very helpful to us all to 
put names with faces at the meeting.  With all the new members and our membership growing so large 
it is hard to remember everyone by sight.  Thanks to you guys for your service to AWA.  Be sure you go 
to the AWA Web Site and check out the member picture gallery. 
 We had a good crop of visitors as well to see our demonstrator Joe Gettys demonstrate the art of 
making small boxes on a new lathe being offered by Jet.  The Jet 1224 is a slightly bigger and heavier 
version of the Jet mini lathe.  Joe�s demonstration was very entertaining and educational.  I went home 
and made one of those scrapers he used in his demo and it works for me!  
 The next meeting on April 14 will feature a well known professional woodturner, Nick Cook.  Nick 
does an excellent demonstration and is very entertaining so don�t miss it!  We will also have lunch at the 
meeting so bring your appetite.  After the meeting Nick will conduct a hands-on workshop.  The sign-up 
sheet will be at the registration table.  The fee is $35 and you can pay Phil Duffy at the meeting. 
 At the end of the meeting we raffled off two items he made and a AWA hat.  The winners were 
Staten Tate, Moody Davis and Phil Fortmeyer. 
 Alan Lacer, a nationally known woodturner and teacher came to Birmingham in February to teach 
us how to use the skew chisel and make lidded boxes with a �hook tool� which can be made at home.  
We had 4 classes of 6 persons each over two days at the Woodcraft store.  It was a great opportunity to 
get instruction by one of the top instructors in the country without having to travel a long way and pay 
big bucks for it.  I personally got a lot out of the classes and several of the members who attended tell 
me that it was very valuable to them 

Continued on page 3 Article by Maurice 
Clabaugh 

Where to find us 

Pictures from the 
Alan Lacer workshop 
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220 Cahaba Valley Rd. 
Pelham, AL 35124 
Phone: (205) 988-3600 
Web Site:  www.woodcraft.com 
Email:  Birmingham-retail@woodcraft.com 
 
Store Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: 9 am � 7 pm 
Thursday: 9 am � 9 pm 
Saturday: 9 am � 6 pm 
Sunday: noon � 5 pm 

 
 

Go by and see Tom and the guys!! 
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As many of you know, Maurice Clabaugh has been turning and teaching woodturning (other stuff too) for a long time.  Recently, he’s 
found a new direction for his work.  His article describes just what that is and a bit about why he does it.  
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(Maurice Clabaugh) 

 As with most craftsmen, of late, I have turned from turning out "more pieces" to seeking to find a bond of my spirit and the "light" in 

the wood.  This, of course means "fewer pieces".  In doing so, I find that I have am more fully able to confirm my presence with the 
wood©s "light” in my wood art pieces. Thereby developing a level of satisfaction that is hard to describe. 

 My latest piece of Luminary Wood Art "Glow" illustrates this combination of will and spirit 

to the "max".  "Glow" (illustration) is a twelve-inch diameter "mushrooms-shaped" globe and 
stand of spalted maple.  The globe is 5/32 inch thick which allows a 100-watt bulb on the stand to 
give it a soft amber glow. 

 Turning Luminary Art requires special techniques and improvised skills.  "Glow" started as a 
piece of 15-inch diameter spalted maple.  After moving 3 inches for a base, the remainder was 
shaped “like a mushroom".  Why this shape, I don©t really know.  It just evolved.  After finishing 

the outside and making a 4-inch opening, turning in a normal mode, I hollowed it out to 1/4-inch 
wall thickness, as I would any hollow form.  After sanding the inside, it was still too thick to emit 
uniform light.  Then it was necessary to reverse turn it (placing the opening on a jam disk chuck 

placed on the headstock and securing with the tail stock).  I had to adapt the jam disk chuck to 
allow a 100-watt light bulb to be placed inside the hollow form while it is turning.  Then I reduced 

the light in the shop to a minimum, while I proceeded to return the outside surface.  As the wall thickness became thinner, I had to turn 

carefully to get uniform light from the inner part of the piece.  Finally, I had to reduce all the light in the shop to total darkness.  The only 
light was emitted from the inside of the hollow form while it is spinning.  When a uniform glow was emitted, I stopped turning and started 
sanding carefully.  From experience, I have found that the light emitted from the wall thickness changes from (glow in only the lighter 

parts (8/32 inch); moderate glow (6/32 inch): uniform amber glow (5/32): bright glow (3/32 inch): white light (0/32 inches- destroyed). 
Only skill and will power determines the acceptable wall thickness between 6/32 seconds and 3/32seconds. Needless to say this 
requires patience, nerves and will power. (Maybe being a little crazy helps!) All that is left ( Ha, Ha) is cutting a hole in the top of the 

fixture to allow heat from the bulb to escape.  This is done while it is still attached to the lathe in the above manner.  Very carefully cut 
4/32 seconds deep into the top of the globe the desired hole size, without cutting through (done at a very slow speed!!!  Remember all 
that is holding the globe on to the lathe is the tailstock).  If you cut through or too fast all your work ends up in pieces on the floor.  The 

remainder of time is spent developing a base to hold the globe and wiring it.   Out of the darkness of my shop, I was able to show the 
light and it showed a part of my soul.  
 

(Pretty heavy stuff…or is it light stuff) - editor 
 

 

 

For those interested in joining our club, it is a great way to share and learn woodturning techniques.  With over a hundred members, 
the experience of our members ranges from novice to professional turner.  Some have big fancy lathes and some have none.  

Everyone who is the least bit interested in knowing more about this addictive hobby, contact Philip Duffy at (256) 355-4201 or Dave 
Chanslor at (205) 669-5196 and they’ll happily answer your questions and get you signed up.  OR…come visit us at our next 
meeting.  We meet the second Saturday of each month.  Meeting starts at 9:00 am, but people start showing up much earlier.  

Questions are welcome and answers are plentiful. 
 

Meeting Location  
 
From I-65 N, exit 256B (From I-65 S, exit 256A).  Turn West on Oxmoor Rd. go about .5 mi – halfway there take the left fork at the 
traffic light (means you’ll go straight ahead) – Turn left onto Oak Grove Road and go about .2 mi.  Homewood Senior Center is on 

the right. Check out our Web Site at www.alabamawoodturners.com for much more about our club. 
 


