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A member of the American Association of Woodturners  
Location: Homewood Senior Center at 816 Oak Grove Road, Homewood, AL 35209 

Web Site: www.alabamawoodturners.com 

Coming Events 
Jun 9 � Bill Hubbard: Natural 
Edge Turnings 

July 14 � Wes Jones / 
Surface Texturing 

Aug 11 � Craig 
Timmerman: Flying Wing 
Bowls 

Sep 8 � Wilford Bickel:  Use 
of the Sorby  Spiraling / 
Texturing Tool  

 

Officers of AWA 
President � Dave Chanslor 

Vice President � Bruce 
Gibson 

Secretary � Richard Serviss 

Treasurer � Phillip Duffy 

Directors:  Worth Barham, Jim 
Black, Pat Connell, Don 
Blankenship, Phillip Fortmeyer, 
Lee Taylor and Jerry 
Osmundson 

Web Master � Robert Scheitlin 

Newsletter Editor � Jerry 
Hanchey 
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 The May AWA meeting was a busy one with a lot going on.  We had 
about 60 members and one visitor for our program on vacuum chuck 
systems with Nelson Brooks.  The program was very interesting and I 
learned a lot about vacuum chuck systems.  Thanks, Nelson!  The program 
in June will be Bill Hubbard showing us how to make natural edged 
turnings.  Bill does some excellent work and we should see a good show.   
 As mentioned previously, we are planning hands on workshops later in 
the year in addition to the ones Will Pate is doing after our monthly 
meetings.  Will covers those in a separate report.  We have two pros lined up to give person to person 
hands on instruction this year.  Craig Timmerman will have a workshop on flying bowls in August and 
Mike Mahoney will give us workshops in November on various bowl turning techniques.  Be sure to sign 
up on the signup sheets. 
 In the raffle department, the Ricon lathe was won by Jerry & Judy Osmundson.  We sold enough 
tickets to pay for the mini lathe during the meeting.  Woodcraft had them on sale in May so we grabbed 
one and had the raffle.  The raffles seem to be popular so we will keep doing them.  We want to do 
another Talon chuck in the future but we have something else before that raffle that is covered below. 
 In the Library department, Bob Rosser asks that you turn in those outstanding videos so he can 
take inventory.  We have some new ones that are very good. 
 The Anchor Seal sale was a big success.  I hope everyone got some that needed it.  If not let me 
know.  We can do it again in the fall if there is enough interest.   
 Woodcraft has their annual club day for AWA after meeting in June. Nelson Brooks is coordinating 
the demonstrators so let him know if you can do a demo on Saturday afternoon after the meeting.  Just 
come and have a hotdog and turn something just for fun. 
 Jerry Hanchey gave a report on the Symposium at our May meeting.  It was another good show 
and well attended.  They had drawings for John Campbell School scholarships and our own Jess Walls 
won one.   In addition to that, the club has received a $500 John Campbell scholarship to award to a 
member.  We will raffle it off to the lucky winner in July and start selling tickets in June.  The proceeds 
of the raffle will be used to supplement the $500 scholarship so that it will cover the bulk of the cost.  If 
we can sell $300 worth of raffle tickets for example, the scholarship will be a total of $800.  Barron 
Bartlett will set it up for the June meeting. 
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220 Cahaba Valley Rd. 
Pelham, AL 35124 
Phone: (205) 988-3600 
Web Site:  www.woodcraft.com 
Email:  Birmingham-retail@woodcraft.com 
 
Store Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: 9 am � 7 pm 
Thursday: 9 am � 9 pm 
Saturday: 9 am � 6 pm 
Sunday: noon � 5 pm 

 
 

Go by and see Tom and the guys!! 
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 After the Bradford Pear Challenge received so much interest, I have asked Bill Hubbard to organize future turning competitions.  
The club he came from in Texas had regular competitions in three categories to allow more competition.  He has some good ideas and 
will start something soon.  

 We had a brief board meeting after the last meeting to discuss a proposal by Will Pate to have a class room/ workshop building at 
Homewood center similar to the storage building that the center has there now. We are developing plans and will make a proposal to 
the Homewood Center management.  Initial discussions have been very positive.  We will have more on this in the coming months. 

 I will miss the June meeting as I will be going with my church youth choir on a concert trip for 9 days.  We are going to Niagara 
Falls Ontario and other places.  I will be sleep deprived when I get back I am sure.  Bruce Gibson, our Vice President, will fill in for me 
at the June meeting.  Be nice to him… 
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Nelson Brooks did the demo last month primarily on vacuum 
chucking equipment and methods and relayed his thoughts on 
how different equipment works.   He also talked some about 
segmented bowls. 
 

 
 
Woodcraft day is June 9th right after our regular meeting.  It will 
be similar to last year with someone cooking hotdogs, demos and 
Tom giving out 3 gift certificates ($100, $50, and $25.)  Each 
member who brings a turning will get their name in the “hat” for 
the drawing.  There will be 4 Jet Mini-lathes for us to use, so 
anyone interested in doing a short (or long) demo just show up 
after the regular meeting at the Woodcraft Store on Cahaba 
Valley Rd.   
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May Club Workshop – by Will Pate 
 
 Judy’s Special Inside-Outside Ornaments held everyone’s attention.  Her approach to make a full size drawing before you turned 
the actual ornament worked well.  Working from a drawing was a new experience for some. (We had a lot of design change 
opportunities) 

 I hope to see some new and unique Christmas ornaments for the children’s hospital tree this year.  Special Thanks to Jerry 
Osmundson & Phil Fortmeyer.  Sorry we didn’t get any pictures from this one. 
 

Class Schedule 
Jun 9 Basic Pen Turning Alton Sizemore 
Jul 14 Tool Making (Bill’s Shop) Bill West and Will Pate 

Aug 11 How to use Scrapers Ronnie Perkins 
Sep 8 Spiraling & Texturing Tools Wilford Bickford &Jerry Hanchey 
Oct 13  Veneer Christmas Ornaments Brian Simmons 

Nov 10 Round Robin Turning 
Dec 8 Christmas Party 
 

 


