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A member of the American Association of Woodturners  

Location: Homewood Senior Center at 816 Oak Grove Road, Homewood, AL 35209 

Demos & Coming 
Events 

Jul 8th – Tom Fortenbery 
featured on DIY is coming from 
Indiana.  

Aug 12th – Moody Davis TBD 

Sep 9th – Larry Hasiak from 
Tarpon Springs, FL is a 
featured demonstrator at 
national and regional 
symposiums.  More later… 

 

Officers of AWA 

President – Dave Chanslor 

Vice President – Pat Johnson 

Secretary – James Armstrong 

Treasurer – Phillip Duffy 

Directors:  Tim Austin, Worth 
Barham, Jim Black, Bill Cleage, 
Pat Connell, Bruce Gibson, 
Larry Thomas and Jerry 
Osmundson 

Web Master – Harold Jones 

Newsletter Editor – Jerry 
Hanchey 
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 We had two visitors at our June meeting, Troy Stroud of Wilsonville 

(yea!) and Shaun Swanner.  Troy has become our 101st member of AWA.  
Welcome to Troy and we hope Shaun will join us as well.  
 Our program for June was our own Pat Johnson who turned a 

“cloverleaf box” before we went down to Woodcraft for hotdogs (cooked by 
chef Nelson Brooks), woodturning and general good fun.  At the meeting 
we enjoyed Pat’s turning demonstration as always.  Mel Brown borrowed a 

new video projector to show how much better we could see the details of the demo with a good 
projector.  The board has approved the purchase of a new video projector.  The picture on the screen 
was clear and we could see much more detail than with the senior center projector so we should see big 

improvements at the next meeting. 
 We have started a raffle for a new mini lathe, organized by Bob Rosser who did an excellent job.  
He collected over $200, about than two-thirds of the money required to purchase the lathe.  It looks like 

we will have the drawing at the next meeting if we sell enough tickets at that meeting to cover the 
purchase price.  Good job Bob! 
 We had drawings for door prizes with Will Pate’s granddaughter Kera drawing some lucky winners.  

We gave away tee shirts left over from the Southern States Symposium brought by Pat Johnson, some 
wood brought by Ray Morgan and two $15 gift certificates from Craft Supply. 
 At the Woodcraft store, we had all the hotdogs we could eat, cooked over a SLOW fire.  The food 

was good and fellowship was excellent.  Several people turned some things out on the sidewalk.  Larry 
Thomas brought his own lathe and turned Christmas ornaments and other stuff and held a crowd around 
his lathe.  Shirley was selling lathes and pitching memberships to AWA!  Will Pate turned ornaments too 

and Kera painted them to make colorful tree ornaments. It was an impressive demo.  Bruce Gibson 
turned wine bottle stoppers, Jerry Bickenbach turned an egg, Bill West turned a weed pot, Buddy Finch 
turned a pen and I turned a natural edge bowl.  Winners of the gift certificates were Jim Johnson 

$100.00, Ray Morgan $50.00 and Buddy Finch $25.00.  We cut up some chunks of maple and gave 
them away to those who wanted them.  The whole thing was sponsored by our Woodcraft friends and 
organized by Nelson Brooks.  Thanks to all who were involved.   

-Continued on page 2- Report on the AAW 
Symposium 
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meeting 
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220 Cahaba Valley Rd. 
Pelham, AL 35124 
Phone: (205) 988-3600 
Web Site:  www.woodcraft.com 
Email:  Birmingham-retail@woodcraft.com 
 
Store Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: 9 am – 7 pm 
Thursday: 9 am – 9 pm 
Saturday: 9 am – 6 pm 
Sunday: noon – 5 pm 

 
 

Go by and see Tom and the guys!! 
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The July meeting will be a demo by Tom Fortenbery of Rosdale, Indiana.  He will show us hollowing small vessels.  We will serve lunch 
with our usual chefs in charge of the kitchen and grill.  The program will continue into the afternoon until about 3:00 PM.  There will be a 
hands-on workshop with Tom Fortenbery on Sunday at the Woodcraft store on 119 from 9:00 to 4:00.  Bring your own tools but Will 

Pate will furnish hollowing tools based on Tom’s design.  Will Pate will have some of his hollowing tools available for sale.   The fee is 
$50 for the workshop.  Our recent poll of members on the internet indicated high interest in hands on workshops so we will try to do 
more of that. 

 Our web site is adding new features so you need to visit it often.  Harold Jones has added an opinion poll for us to keep our finger 
on the pulse of our members.  Please visit the site and answer the poll questions.  We will change the poll from time to time with more 
questions.  There is a place for you to voice your own thoughts too and it is all anonymous unless you choose to leave your name.  I 

mentioned some preliminary poll results at the meeting regarding the hands on workshops and your choices for logo items.  So far, the 
turning smock seems to be the first choice but a long sleeved denim shirt is popular too. 
 Will Pate has been busy with AWA woodturning classes this year and plans more classes for the rest of the year, including 

peppermills, Christmas ornaments, chip carving and workshops with outside woodturners.  Check the web site for information about 
future classes or workshops.  Preliminary plans are for a chip carving class with John Roth in August in the afternoon after the August 
meeting, a Christmas ornament class or workshop and other workshops and classes through the rest of the year. 
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 The prospect of attending an AAW annual symposium is certainly exciting.  The opportunity to see dozens of skilled and 
experienced professionals demonstrate their skills and share their knowledge and techniques is a rare one indeed.  As for this 
woodturner, I had looked forward to this trip since I first decided to attend back in February.   

 The trip started well.  After an uneventful drive to Kentucky, I arrived at the Galt House Hotel in Louisville; and then things 
changed.   After arriving in front of the hotel, it took at least another twenty minutes of driving around before I found a place to park and 
enter the lobby. Once there, I was certain it was the wrong place.   It appeared to me that every group of any size had decided to have 

a symposium or conference or meeting of some kind at the Galt House at the same time.  Then I saw the huge AAW banner stretched 
above the registration desk.  Below that were hundreds of people standing in two or three lines.  It wasn’t unlike standing in line at an 
international airport with your bag waiting, what seems like an eternity, for the line to move.  But after a mere hour and fifteen minutes I 

got to the desk and got my room key.  Of course the room was on an upper floor in another building and my stuff is still in the car in an 
underground parking garage somewhere under my feet.  For a brief minute, I thought about just leaving it there and wearing the same 
clothes for three days; but of course I didn’t and about forty minutes later I had found my car, which seemed to be in a different parking 

place than I left it, moved to another garage under the building containing my room and had gotten to my door with all my stuff.  AND 
you guessed it; the key won’t open the door.  About this time I was beginning to think maybe this trip wasn’t meant to be.  However, as I 
remembered the names of the demonstrators and the list of vendors to be seen, my enthusiasm returned and I pressed on. The 

thought of having to go back to the front desk (with that line) was unacceptable and so I began the search for a hotel employee who 
could help me get into my room.  Remember the expression about “never being able to find a cop when you need one?”  Well finally I 
found someone in a suit with a radio who could actually call hotel security to come by and let me into the room.   Another twenty 

minutes passed with me standing in the hall with my stuff waiting for “security” to come.  Later as I settled in and got to bed I thought 
maybe things were going to be fine after all and tomorrow will be great; but oh not so fast…at 1:30 a.m., the hotel fire alarm went off 
which brought me out of a dead sleep with quite a start – it had been a very long day and it was getting longer by the hour.  Of course 

there was no fire, but for 30 minutes or so, we weren’t sure and that was enough time to get me wide awake.  Oh yeah, a speaker on 
the wall told me to stay in my room and above all don’t get on an elevator.  Now you don’t know whether at any minute you’ll need to 
scramble out of there and if so, should you round up your stuff ahead of time or ignore the alarm and go back to bed.  The way things 

had been going it seemed not unlikely for a fire to erupt through the door at any minute.  Fortunately it was a false alarm.  It seemed 
that I had just gotten back to sleep when the alarm clock went off.  Now this should be an expected thing, since I’d set the alarm the 
night before, but I couldn’t believe it was morning, so I looked at my wrist watch and it said 5 o’clock. Curses…I had been awakened an 

hour early and I really needed that sleep. Of course the solution was obvious…reset the alarm clock to the correct time and go back to 
bed for another hour of precious sleep.  With that done, I rolled over and was just about back to sleep when the alarm went off again.  
At this point I began to think this was some surreal nightmare.  No one could have this much trouble in one afternoon and evening.  My 

frustration level was getting pretty high, but not to be outdone I reset the clock one more time and yet again attempted sleep.   Of 
course you know what happened, the alarm again went off 5 minutes later and now I’m really mad.  What could be  
happening, I wondered.  Turning on the TV I thought I’d check the time to be sure my watch was right and the clock wrong.  But true to  
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form, this TV didn’t display the time along with channel info, so I decided to call the desk.  You guessed it; somehow I missed the fact 
that I’d entered the Eastern Time Zone (or maybe it was the Twilight Zone.)  Since I’d arrived in Louisville nothing had gone very well, 
but I thought if I can just stay awake today it will be a very exciting day.  Other than the A/C going out the next night and having a coffee 

maker in my room which refused to come on and make the coffee, things were fine.  (They did replace it the day I checked out.)   And 
another thing, did I mention that the bottom sheet on the bed wasn’t tucked under the mattress so when I pulled the covers down, the 
sheet came off the mattress?  So instead of climbing in and relaxing after a weary day, I had to redo the bed.  Now you might be 

wondering why I’m sharing all this with you.  Well it’s to put everything that follows in perspective.  All that starts bad doesn’t end bad. 
 The 2006 AAW annual symposium was SUPERB!! Three days of jam packed adventure in the world of woodturning.  It was 
perhaps the best event of this kind I’ve attended so far even with the lousy start. 

 Describing everything would take pages, but I’ll attempt to give you a glimpse of what I observed.  There are four major parts to 
one of these things, I think.  Not in any particular order they are first, the interaction of those present.  That is the talking that goes on 
between members from different clubs and between members and demonstrators.  The exchange of ideas and finding out what others 

are doing in other regions of this country and the world is wonderful.   Second is the vendor area or “toy store” as I fondly refer to it.  
Just about every major vendor that specializes in stuff for woodturning was there; as well as several smaller sellers such as the wood 
dealers.  The time spent wandering around and drooling in this area, which is at least half the size of a football field, is really only 

limited by how many rotations you’ll miss if you don’t leave.  And money does play a part of course, unless you have a secret stash 
somewhere the little lady doesn’t know about.  I truly felt like a “kid in a candy store” and I admit to buying some of the candy.  The third 
part I’ll mention is the banquet and auction.  The AAW celebrated its 20th anniversary this year and its growth and success has been 

quite remarkable.  It now has over 12,000 members making it the largest “craft/hobby” type of organization in the world.  Over 1900 
people attended this symposium (a record) and the effort to make it happen and support the needs while it was going on was 
enormous.  Saying thanks and giving credit to all those who were responsible is important to the continued success of AAW.   Of 

course the auction presents an opportunity for those who want some very nice collector pieces to buy them at a price that also puts 
money into the AAW fund for charitable causes.  I will admit that I couldn’t stay until the end of the auction, but I heard some pieces 
sold for several thousand dollars…of course, some of the pieces where truly magnificent.  In spite of a terrible PA system, the auction 

went off without a hitch raising XXXX dollars.  The fourth part, of course, is the rotation schedule where the pros demonstrate their skills 
to the rest of us.  This year’s schedule included about 150 rotations…that’s a lot!  One of my dilemmas was figuring out how to see the 
rotations I wanted to see and still have time for the “toy store.”   At the end, I realized there “ain’t no way.” 

 I was able to attend demonstrations by Binh Pho (two of his on airbrush technique and piercing), Mark St Leger (Lidded Boxes with 
Hand Chased Threads), Stuart Mortimer (Twisted Hollow Forms), Trent Bosch (Hollow Turning in Depth), Hans Weissflog (Saturn Box), 
Malcolm Tibbetts (Advanced Segmented Turning),  Mike Mahoney and Stuart Batty (Doing a Dog and Pony Show about various cuts 

and tool usage - they were very entertaining), and several others who were demonstrating for Vendors in the “Toy Store.”  Each of the 
demonstrations I attended was very well done and I learned new things in every single one.  Whether or not I’ll remember them and 
apply them is another thing.  But I did take some good video of a few of them.  That’s another thing you learn quickly; get there early or 

you’ll be sitting in the back of the room (or standing.) 
 Besides me, I’m glad to report we had a number of our members attend.  I saw Jerry Bickenbach, James Armstrong, Worth 
Barham, James Caldwell, Philip Duffy, Bill West and Ray Morgan.  I may have missed someone…sorry.  I’ve included a few pictures to 

illustrate some of what we saw.  Because it’s a newsletter that has to be emailed, the number of pictures is restricted.  Plus, a lot of 
what I shot was video.  I will, in the near future, try to give Harold a folder of pictures, from the gallery, to be viewed on our Web Site so 
all of you can see some of the fine work on display in the exhibit hall.  One of the following pictures shows Hans Weissflog’s Saturn 

Box.  You can’t tell from the picture, but what makes it special is that it is a sphere (not an egg) with a screw on lid and the flat ring 
spins around but won’t fall off the box/sphere.  As you can imagine, it was very interesting watching him make it.  Let me finish by 
saying “if you’ve never attended one of these, you really should.” 

 
-Editor- 



John Jordan & Clay Foster tellin’ jokes Hans’ Saturn Box 

 

-

48” T
all vase 

Insured for appraised value of $20,000   
 
 
 

ITEMS FOR SALE 
 

 
Delta 46-860 lathe and Delta 46-408 duplicater, lathe has 
new 2 HP variable speed motor and controller with 
reverse, size 16 by 40 will turn 20 inch platter, will turn  
outboard, has safety shield and index.  
Lee Taylor.  
205 664 1006 home  
205 664 1491 work  
$1500.00   will not sell apart. 

 
 
For those interested in joining our club, it is a great way to share and 

learn woodturning techniques.  With over a hundred members, the 

experience of our members ranges from novice to professional 

turner.  Some have big fancy lathes and some have none.  

Everyone who is the least bit interested in knowing more about this 

addictive hobby, contact Philip Duffy at (256) 355-4201 or Dave 

Chanslor at (205) 669-5196 and they’ll happily answer your 

questions and get you signed up.  OR…come visit us at our next 

meeting.  We meet the second Saturday of each month.  Meeting 

starts at 9:00 am, but people start showing up much earlier.  

Questions are welcome and answers are plentiful. 

 
For directions see bottom of the page 

 
Meeting Location  

 

From I-85 N, exit 256B (From I-85 S, exit 256A).  Turn West on Oxmoor Rd.  go about .5 mi – halfway there take the left fork at the traffic light 

(means you’ll go straight ahead) – Turn left onto Oak Grove Road and go about .2 mi.  Homewood Senior Center is on the right. Check out our 

Web Site at www.alabamawoodturners.com for much more about our club. 

 

Hans Weissflog turns a Saturn Box Mike Mahoney and Stuart Batty on “cuts 
and things.” 


