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A member of the American Association of Woodturners 

Jan 2008 

  
Location: Homewood Senior Center at 816 Oak Grove Road, Homewood, AL 35209 

Web Site: www.alabamawoodturners.com 

Coming Events 

Jan 12 � Andy Woodard 
(Columbia, TN) on Platters 
Hands-on class in 
afternoon 

Feb 9 � Lawrence Thomas 
(maybe) 

Mar 8 � Maurice Clabaugh 

Apr 12 � Worth Barham 

May 10 � Open 

Jun 14 � Tony Rae 
(Ireland) 

�����	�

�����������

 It�s a new year and we have some changes in the slate of officers for 
AWA for 2008. We have a new treasurer this year with Norris Jackman 
replacing Phil Duffy.  We have three returning directors as well.  The 
returning officers are me as president for the last time, Bruce Gibson, VP 
and program chairman, Richard Serviss, Secretary,   Thanks to Phil Duffy 
for his five years service as treasurer.  The new directors are Judy 
Osmundson, Bill Hubbard and Kevin Felderhoft, Jerry Hanchey stays on as 
Newsletter editor and Robert Scheitlin remains as web master.  Thanks to you all for your service to the 
club. Will Pate continues as the training director and we will vote to add that position to the board of 
directors at the January meeting.   We look forward to another great year.    
 We had a great Christmas party in December and a very good turnout.  There was plenty of good 
food and lots of door prizes (25) and some very nice gifts in the gift exchange.  I would like to give 
special thanks again to Judy and Jerry Osmundson for all their effort to make it a special occasion 
again this year.  Shirley Thomas and Gay Austin helped a lot as usual to get the food out and 
organized.  Thanks to the others who pitched in and helped with food and setting up.   
 The Children�s Hospital Christmas tree was a success again this year with well over 300 ornaments 
made and some left over for next year.  I was not able to get to the decorating this year but a picture of 
it is on our web site.  Thanks to Jim Black for organizing it again this year and to Bill West and his family 
and others for the decorating. We hold a drawing every year for those who made five or more 
ornaments for the Children�s Hospital Christmas Tree at the Christmas party for a nice prize.  This year 
it was for a Oneway Talon chuck. The drawing for the chuck was won by Jerry �Lucky� Osmundson.  
We may start just giving Jerry a prize and having a drawing for everyone else! 
 There was a nice article in the Shelby County section of the Birmingham News about our 
Christmas ornament project for Children�s Hospital.  The reporter Kelli Taylor, and a photographer came 
out during the Mike Mahoney workshop to cover the story.  I was hoping for broader coverage of our 
activities and the Mike Mahoney workshop but it was still good for us.  If you haven�t seen it, it covers 
our participation in the Christmas tree event and how Mike Warren buys our tree every year.  He gives 
away the ornaments from the previous year to people who visit his home at Christmas time.  I will bring 
a copy to the January meeting. 

 Continued on page 4 

Officers of AWA 
President � Dave Chanslor 

Vice President � Bruce 
Gibson 

Secretary � Richard Serviss 

Treasurer � Norris Jackman 

Directors:  Don Blankenship, 
Kevin Fielderhoft, Phillip 
Fortmeyer,  Bill Hubbard, Jerry 
Osmundson, Judy 
Osmundson, and Lee Taylor  

Web Master � Robert Scheitlin 

Training � Will Pate 

Newsletter Editor � Jerry 
Hanchey 
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220 Cahaba Valley Rd. 
Pelham, AL 35124 
Phone: (205) 988-3600 
Web Site:  www.woodcraft.com 
Email:  Birmingham-retail@woodcraft.com 
 
Store Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: 9 am � 7 pm 
Thursday: 9 am � 9 pm 
Saturday: 9 am � 6 pm 
Sunday: noon � 5 pm 

 
 

Go by and see Tom and the guys!! 
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by Maurice Clabaugh 

 
Many people have read about Multi-center turning but little information is available about 

turning multi-limbed wooden blanks.  This article provides a step-by-step look at how I created 
�Stag Horn� from a multi-limbed yew stump. 
 A friend delivered a multi-limbed Yew stump to my home.  Part of the problem of �my kind 
of turning� is I don�t cut trees, so I must design wooden art from the raw wood blanks that I 
receive.  This most often is a disadvantage, for if I cut the wood I would cut a blank to fit a 
specific project.  
 I contemplated for over 6 months on how to turn this blank.  I analyzed the wood blank 
from many different angles to see the possibilities.  Generally, I start thinking about a project 

from what I am used to turning, bark-edge bowls, then expand my thinking to see if I can do something different.  Although the picture 
doesn�t show it well, the depth of solid wood in the blank before it branched into multiple limbs was very small, limiting the design.  
Could I make a bowl?  Possible but I would lose the unusual feature of the blank the multiple limbs and it would only make a 6-inch 
bowl with unusual markings in the bottom.  Could I make a suspended bowl from this blank?  Possible, but I wanted to make 
something other than a small bowl setting on �legs�.  I wanted to feature the multiple limbs but making a bow on legs was less 
appealing because of the lack of depth of the solid wood for the bowl and the legs would minimize the multi-branch feature if the were 
in proportion with the bowl.  
 One night, after watching a National Geographic program on the Ocean, which included jellyfish, I noticed that many of the 
branches were �sweeping� in one direction.  Could the yew limbs be the tentacles of a jellyfish?  Could the solid part of the yew blank 
be the body?  Upon close inspection I determined that it was worth taking a chance to attempt to create this artwork.  I say attempt 
because it would require several �experimental� chucking techniques I have not tried before.  I, therefore, took pictures to document 
each chucking step.  

 I always turn blanks between centers, so that I might get the most from the blank.  If the 
blank is not centered evenly (most difficult on multi-limbed blanks), the hollowing process will 
have uneven wall thickness.  The picture on the left shows the blank mounted between centers 
with the multi-limbs facing the lathe headstock.  The length of the limbs required two mt2 to mt2 
extensions to the spur drive to reach the bottom of the solid wood blank.  In this position the top 
of the work is flattened and roughed out to the approximate shape of the top of the work and 
the outer limbs are roughed turned to approximate the shape.  
 The blank is reversed to refine the center of the piece.  Often one must cut/carve a straight 
path between the limbs to get as close to the true center as possible.  By using a jam chuck as 
shown in the picture below, the center can be manipulated allowing the best positioning of the 

center. 
 Next, a wasted block is made to conform to the roughed outline of the top of the piece and glued, as shown below. I use thick CA 
glue which should dry in 5-10 minutes, but I let it set overnight to be sure it is set.  The headstock and tailstock can be used as a vise.  

 Various other glues can be used for this purpose. The waste block should be made of hard 
wood not pine. (Picture left) Pine seems to split under the extreme pressure of tuning the 
bottom and you don�t want to have to remount it after 
you have turned the piece. After drying, the prepared 
blank on the waste block is re-mounted on the 
headstock to begin to turn the bottom. (picture right) 
 The obstructing limbs are removed to permit 
hollowing the bottom by using a saw of carver. I keep 
the tailstock attached to the bottom of the piece as long 

as I possibly can to support the work on the headstock.  It is extra insurance to keep the piece 
aligned and secure during the turning of the bottom. 
 Carving the multiple limbs is the next step. Using 4 1/2 inch angle grinders with chainsaw blades, 2-inch grinders, power sanders 
and hand sanding, the limbs are carved into the desired patterns and sanded to 220 grit. The carved limbs are wrapped with 
packaging �saran� and reinforced with duct tape, before finish turning the inside of the work as shown in these two pictures on the next 
page.  
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 A high degree of care and slow turning speed (less than 400 RPM’s) are necessary, when turning the inside of the vessel.  
Caution must be taken as shown in the picture below; the carved limbs are a blur even at this 
low speed.  One hit to the tool rest, tool, or turner’s body and the limbs will break free and may 

cause injury.  Finish turning the inside bottom to the desired thickness and sanding, allows the 
work to be re-chucked on the headstock to remove the waste block.  

The faceplate is removed and the work is re-chucked with an extended jam chuck holding 

the inside bottom and tailstock pulled up securely, 
shown below. Notice that the project needed a longer 
jam chuck to make the removing waste block. The 

waist block is turned away carefully leaving a 1/4-inch 
stub to be carved and sanded away by and off the lathe. The piece of art is ready to be signed 
and finished. 

 Finally, the finished work needs to be named.  A patron looked at the unnamed, partially 
finished work and proclaimed said, “That’s a Stag Horn Fern!” Thus, the name Stag Horn was  

given to the finished work.  In salvaging this piece of 

wood, the turner contemplated the wood, examined his 
skills, and adapted chucking methods to fit the project.  
He expanded his skill set and gained confidence, as 

well as grew spiritually.  If this wood art piece is 
appealing to the public, it is an added bonus. 
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For those interested in joining our club, it is a great way to share and learn woodturning techniques.  With over a hundred members, 

the experience of our members ranges from novice to professional turner.  Some have big fancy lathes and some have none.  
Everyone who is the least bit interested in knowing more about this addictive hobby, contact Philip Duffy at (256) 355-4201 or Dave 
Chanslor at (205) 669-5196 and they’ll happily answer your questions and get you signed up.  OR…come visit us at our next meeting.  

We meet the second Saturday of each month.  Meeting starts at 9:00 am, but people start showing up much earlier.  Questions are 
welcome and answers are plentiful. 

 
Meeting Location  

 
From I-65 N, exit 256B (From I-65 S, exit 256A).  Turn West on Oxmoor Rd. go about .5 mi – halfway there take the left fork at the 
traffic light (means you’ll go straight ahead) – Turn left onto Oak Grove Road and go about .2 mi.  Homewood Senior Center is on the 
right. Check out our Web Site at www.alabamawoodturners.com for much more about our club. 
 
 
 


