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We had a very good meeting to start off the new year. We had four
new members join the AWA: Al Bates and his wife Diane of Hueytown, Joe
Flannigan of Hartselle and Bob Wesson of Birmingham (Meadowbrook).
We had several visitors as well. Total attendance was over 70, a good
turnout. Membership renewals were heavy and AWA secretary Richard
Serviss filled in for Treasurer Phil Duffy to take care of the paper work (and
the money).

Will Pate had the program making ribbon bowls, a combination of bandsawing, lamination and
woodturning. It was an excellent demo as usual for Will, our resident professor of woodturning. He had
a little design contest with the arrangement of the rings before lamination, judged by you guest it,
Judge Judy (Osmundson that is). There was a lot of interest in this multidimensional approach to
making bowls. Good job Will!

Our February meeting demonstration will be Joe (Jet) Gettys the Jet representative for this area.
Joe will demo surface decorations. | need that to cover up all my tool marks! Pat Johnson will have the
March 10" program. We donflknow what it will be about but we know it will be good! Then in April we
will have Nick Cook demonstrating his skill with the skew chisel. We will have food at that meeting on
April 14™ when the weather is good for cooking hamburgers outside. Will and Bruce will have a hands
on class with Nick Cook afterward so it will be a busy day.

We are having a Jet mini lathe raffle going on and organized by Bob Rosser. If we get enough
takers at the next meeting we will have the raffle at the March meeting, so come in February and buy
the winning ticket and come in March to collect you new mini lathe. It has been suggested that we
should raffle off a chain saw this year. Let me know if you are interested in taking a chance on a
chainsaw.

More big news. Alan Lacer is coming to Birmingham in February and has agreed to have
three hands-on classes. Alan is a well know turner both here and abroad and is a former president and
co-founder of AW. The classes will be held at the Woodcraft store. We appreciate Tom letting us use
his shop space for these classes. Thanks Tom! As of this time all three classes are almost full. We
filled up two classes at the January meeting and have filled a third class which Alan has agreed to do
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January’s demonstration, by our own Will Pate, was interesting and enlightening as we
learned how to build and turn “stacked ring” bowls. A form of segmented turning, this
technique is not only faster, but it allows the use of any flat stock with minimal waste. The flat
stock can be from a single species of wood or can be a lamination of different kinds of wood;

allowing for some design options.

Will lays out concentric circles on a board and cuts
out a series of rings on a bandsaw that has the table
tilted 45°. This yields rings cut with edges as shown in
figure 1. These rings are separated and turned over to
allow them to be stacked as shown on the left. Ifa
design has been included the original stock, the rings
can be rotated to vary the design effect as desired.

Figure 1 Once the design is settled on, the rings are glued
together, using a glue of your choice, and placed in a
press (similar to the one shown in figure 2). After the
glue is dried, the blank (which is shaped much like a V-
shaped bowl already) is ready to be mounted and
turned to final shape and finished. See figure 3.

A word of advice for those who've never
turned a dry thin walled blank, WEAR EARMUFFS.
The “ribbon bowl” shown in figure 4 is another
example of design choices based upon the original
woods used in the lamination of the flat stock and
the manner in which each ring is rotated before the final glue up.

Figure 3

Figure 4

According to Dave, there has been a very large response to the offering of a training class by Alan Lacer. To
accommodate everyone, the schedule is revised to allow four classes to be taught at different times. Two on the skew and two on
lidded boxes.

The revised schedule is as follows:
Tuesday February 13"-

Skew class — 12:00Noon to 4:00 PM
Lidded Box - 5:00 to 9:00 PM

Wednesday February 14"

Skew class - 8:30 to 12:30 (morning class)

Lidded Box - 1:30 to 5:30 PM (Alan will head for Florida after the
class)

Alan Lacer at the Lathe




