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A member of the American Association of Woodturners  
Location: Homewood Senior Center at 816 Oak Grove Road, Homewood, AL 35209 

Web Site: www.alabamawoodturners.com 
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Training Classes are shown 
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It’s December and time for our annual Christmas Party!  AWA will 

furnish the meat and drinks and the members will bring a covered dish.  
(mmm-good!)  We will have a short business meeting to elect officers for 

2007.  The officers recommended by the nominating committee are listed 
later but we will accept nominations from the floor per the AWA by-laws.  
We will start that about 11:00 AM and eat and exchange gifts after that.  

You are welcome to come earlier to visit with other members and their 
spouses.  Margie and I will be there about 10:00 AM or earlier to help set up and have some social time 
as will many members I am sure.  We should be wrapped up with all the activities by 1:00 PM. 

I have had questions about the gifts so here are my suggestions and comments.  If you bring a gift 
you will get one, or if you bring two gifts, you and your spouse will get one each.  If you bring none… 
well you know.   Gifts can be something you made, a bowl or vessel or a tool.  You can purchase 

something a woodturner might use from Woodcraft or somewhere in the $15 to $25 range (suggestion).  
The main thing is that you bring yourself and enjoy the fellowship of your AWA friends and spouses.  By 
the way, you can bring the kids or grandkids too!  Children always make it more festive so they are 

more than welcome. 
There will be door prizes too so be sure to sign in you and your spouse at the door because we will 

use that list to draw for several door prizes.  

The last meeting held in November went well I hear.  I was attending a birthday party for my one 
year old grandson in Florida.  I am told that Worth Barham had a good program with tips about wood 
turning.  I regret that I missed that program but grandchildren come first!  Thanks to Jerry Osmundson 

for running things for me while I was absent.   
Bill West and family plus Jim Black and others did the tree decorating for the Children’s Hospital 

again this year.  It was done at the Sheraton at BJCC this year.  Thanks to everyone who participated. 

We are coming up on a new year with a new officers and board in 2007.  There will be a few 
returnees and some new faces.  Next month I will talk about our agenda for next year.  Will Pate has big 
plans for the training program next year and I am excited about that and other things we want to do.  
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220 Cahaba Valley Rd. 
Pelham, AL 35124 
Phone: (205) 988-3600 
Web Site:  www.woodcraft.com 
Email:  Birmingham-retail@woodcraft.com 
 
Store Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: 9 am – 7 pm 
Thursday: 9 am – 9 pm 
Saturday: 9 am – 6 pm 
Sunday: noon – 5 pm 

 
 

Go by and see Tom and the guys!! 
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THE STATUS OF TRAINING IN OUR CLUB – Will Pate 
It’s been a successful year for training.  There were more than 50 participants who learned how to make new and exciting projects 

from wood this year.  New classes were offered in chip carving and making peppermills.  The peppermill interest required two classes 
be taught. 

Tom Fortenberry (an outside demonstrator) taught a hands-on class turning hollow vessels using different woods for top and 

bottom detail made from different wood. 
A big “Thank You” to all participants and everyone who assisted with the classes.  This is what our club is all about…sharing 

woodturning ideas with others. 

2007 Classes 
 

This year we would like to try something new to help new and present club members get to know each other better.  I will be 

asking a different present club member each month to assist in the hands on classes.  Each class will have six participants and three 
assistants; since the room is full with nine people present. 

I need your help looking for new ideas for hands on classes.  What new skills would you like to learn this coming year? Possible 

new classes could be, pen making, boxes, natural edge bowls, hollow vessels, peppermills, candlestick holders, working with Corian, 
etc?  This is the schedule for the first three months for 2007.  Other classes will be posted in the March news letter.  Please call me to 
reserve your place at (205/907-0638).  Private lessons are available 

 
January, 13  How to sharpen your tools,   Pat Johnson & Will Pate 
1-4, PM  and how to use the tool properly 

 
February, 10  Basic Woodturning    Jim Black & Will Pate 
1-4, PM  Learn how to use the basic tools 

   Bring your tools & examples of your work 
 
March, 10  Finials & Spindles    Larry Thomas & Will Pate 

1-4, PM 
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Our Proposed Slate of Officers for 2007 
 
The nominees are President, Dave Chanslor; Vice President, Bruce Gibson; Secretary, Richard Serviss; Treasurer, Phil 
Duffy; Board of Directors; Worth Barham, Jim Black, Pat Connell, Don Blankenship, Phillip Fortmeyer, Lee Taylor, and 
Jerry Osmundson.  According to the by-laws, someone can be nominated from the floor. 
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For those interested in joining our club, it is a great way to share and learn woodturning 

techniques.  With over a hundred members, the experience of our members ranges from 
novice to professional turner.  Some have big fancy lathes and some have none.  Everyone who is the least bit interested in knowing 
more about this addictive hobby, contact Philip Duffy at (256) 355-4201 or Dave Chanslor at (205) 669-5196 and they’ll happily answer 

your questions and get you signed up.  OR…come visit us at our next meeting.  We meet the second Saturday of each month.  
Meeting starts at 9:00 am, but people start showing up much earlier.  Questions are welcome and answers are plentiful. 

 
 

Meeting Location  
 
From I-65 N, exit 256B (From I-65 S, exit 256A).  Turn West on Oxmoor Rd. go about .5 mi – halfway there take the left fork at the 
traffic light (means you’ll go straight ahead) – Turn left onto Oak Grove Road and go about .2 mi.  Homewood Senior Center is on the 
right. Check out our Web Site at www.alabamawoodturners.com for much more about our club. 
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We want to continue to encourage participation by as many members of AWA as practical and to grow our membership. 
One last item that Phil Duffy asked me to mention:  If you want a smock or AWA shirt, place your order with him in December.  He 

will not be placing orders for awhile after that because small orders have high shipping costs.  When demand is sufficient later we will 
place another order.  I plan to order a second turning smock so I will have a clean one around when company comes!  Let Phil know 
ASAP if you want to order something. 

I want to wish all our AWA members and friends a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  I look forward to a great year in 2007 
with all of my woodturning friends. 

 

Dave Chanslor 
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As the year draws to a close, I want to say “thanks” to those of you who have contributed to this newsletter.  I’ve received articles 

and pictures from several members which are essential to a newsletter.   As the year has progressed, it’s been more of a challenge to 
get input and as you can see, the content has decreased accordingly.   

Some of you know, and some don’t, that I agreed to be newsletter editor with the stipulation that the members would provide the 

articles.  I can do the setup, assemble the material, and publish the newsletter, but I’m not a writer nor am I very creative.  So as we 
start the new year, I’ll once again ask for your assistance in putting together a newsletter that we can be proud of.  Whether you can 
write an article from scratch or “rewrite” something you’ve found and would like to share, I ask you to send it to me.  Dave and Will 

can’t do it all.  My try to go final with each issue by the first of the month.  Earlier is better, but I can get an article in until that date.  If 
anyone has something in mind, please get with me and we’ll talk it through or just send me an email.  

 

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to all of you.   
 
Jerry Hanchey 

 


