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We had a great meeting as usual in July with an attendance of over
80. Frank Penta held us all spell-bound until well past the usual quitting
time. He made a multi-axis platter that was very interesting. Frank was
very entertaining and everyone seemed to enjoy his presentation including
Frank! He had a hands-on workshop on Friday which went very well also.
We held the workshop at the Oakmont Methodist down the street from the
Senior Center. Frank uses tools with interchangeable handles using
handle collets made for him by a friend. He offered to provide some for us at his cost which was very
reasonable. We took orders for about 80 collets in four sizes or over $1,000 worth of his collets at the
meeting. | have received the collets and we will distribute them at the August meeting to those who
placed orders. For those of you who ordered but won’t make the meeting we will hold your order until
September.

In August we have Alan Leland as our featured demonstrator. . Alan is from North Carolina and is
a professional woodturner. He frequently teaches at John Campbell Alan is an expert in tool
techniques according to his friend and colleague Frank Penta. | expect we will learn a lot from the
August program. We will have another cook out at the August meeting! Jerry Osmundson and Larry
Thomas will do the cooking along with other volunteers. The usual suspects will be in the kitchen to
keep things organized and keep Jerry and Larry on track: Shirley and Judy. Gay and Jennifer will help
out also

We will have another wooden ornament clinic before the meeting in August so come early, about
8:00 AM and get some tips on ornament turning by Phil Fortmeyer and Brian Simmons. So be sure to
come early and get some ideas and tips from Phil and Brian. The coffee and donuts will be there too!
These clinics are intended to encourage our newer turners to make ornaments for our big project for the
Children’s Hospital. Jim Black is organizing the effort again this year. Thanks again Jim! As we
mentioned before, our gift for these ornaments is valued at over $10,000 by the hospital. So lets all
support the ornament donation program! Bill Hubbard made the topper this year.

Did you make the Woodcraft sale in July? | was there on Saturday and saw several from our club
and got some stuff on sale that | just couldn’t live without! We had a good visit and pigged out on
donuts and coffee.
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Its raffle time again so | think Barron Bartlett will have something going in August. | don’t know what he has up his sleeve this
time but the live center raffle back in June went fast!

Our bowl turning competition was held during the break as usual and ribbons were awarded for beginner, intermediate, advanced
and special. The results are posted on the web site. See you at the August meeting, and turn some Christmas ornaments!

— Dave Chanslor

Last month, we had Frank Penta come a day early to do a workshop on platters. As you know, platters are nothing more than
slightly large plates although some can be very large. The thing that makes Frank’s platters somewhat unique isn't the face but the
way he finishes the bottoms. In the picture to the left you can see a very interesting and, what
appears to be, complex carved bottom. The reality is that it's all done on the lathe by turning
the bottom on three different centers.

Frank developed a technique by which he can remove three circular rings of wood with
three different centers of rotation on the lathe and the result is roughly what you see to the left.
Of course some clean up and sanding is needed before the finishing is applied.

Frank has also developed his own technique for finishing his turnings. These include,
among other things, off center pieces “eccentric turning” and some shell ornaments? For many
of his platters, he uses an oil/varnish finish (especially on darker woods) or a lacquer finish on
light woods. To enhance the surface of his platters, Frank often uses beads and a texturing tool
to create bands which he may color using dyes, inks, gesso, and or transparent acrylics.

Using various coloring techniques, Frank also turns rather ordinary shell ornaments into
very eye catching pieces that would proudly decorate any Christmas Tree. As you can see in
the picture, Frank uses different complementary colors on each piece. He said that he applies
the dyes and colors with a small brush.

During the workshop, Frank also showed us some
tools he made, that help in cutting the platter bottoms,
along with some collets he has made that enable him to

easily remove the small tools from the handles for storage, reversing the cutting edges,
switching tools in the same handles, etc. He also learned a couple of things from our crowd,
such as the grind that Will Pate puts on his 3/8” gouge which Frank said he liked a lot.

I think all in all, it was a great workshop. The
handout we received contained all of the essential
instructions to do the platters again when we’re at home. Frank is a very energetic and
entertaining kind of guy who was fun to spend a day with. You can see more of Frank’s work at
his Web site www.frankpenta.com.

Editor
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For those interested in joining our club, it is a great way to share and learn woodturning techniques. With over a hundred members,
the experience of our members ranges from novice to professional turner. Some have big fancy lathes and some have none.
Everyone who is the least bit interested in knowing more about this addictive hobby, contact Richard Serviss at (205) 853-2136 or
Dave Chanslor at (205) 669-5196 and they’ll happily answer your questions and get you signed up. OR...come visit us at our next
meeting. We meet the second Saturday of each month. Meeting starts at 9:00 am, but people start showing up much earlier.
Questions are welcome and answers are plentiful.

Meeting Location

From I-65 N, exit 256B (From I-65 S, exit 256A). Turn West on Oxmoor Rd. go about .5 mi — halfway there take the left fork at the
traffic light (means you'll go straight ahead) — Turn left onto Oak Grove Road and go about .2 mi. Homewood Senior Center is on the
right. Check out our Web Site at www.alabamawoodturners.com for much more about our club.
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MCE

Jess Walls —
2"° Place in
Advanced
Category
Worth Barham — 3R
Place in Advanced
Categor
Bill Hubbard — 157 Place gory
in Advanced Category
Chuck Smith — 1°7
Place in Beginner
Category
Tom Irby — 1°" Place in Enhanced
Category
Brian Simmons — 2"° Place in Robert Scheitlin — 3%° Place in
Enhanced Category Enhanced Category

There was no competition in the Intermediate Category in July. And congratulations to Chuck Smith for his first
win..."well done.”

Remaining Training Classes for the Year! - Will Pate

Aug 9 Christmas Ornaments FULL Bill Hubbard $25.00
Sep 13 Pepper Mills FULL Phil Fortmeyer $25.00
Oct 11 Pen Making (3 openings) Robert Scheitlin $25.00
Nov 8 Round Robin

Dec 13 Christmas Party

Sign-up sheets will be available at each club meeting for the classes listed, or you can call me at (205) 907-0638) 9am-8pm to check
class availability.

Even if the sign-up sheets show full, | call the week before the class, not everyone who sign’s-up can attend, so if you are interested
please put your name on the list, you still could make the class..

(Some class dates may change when out of town club presenters are ask to have a hand-on class)




