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A member of the American Association of Woodturners  
Location: Homewood Senior Center at 816 Oak Grove Road, Homewood, AL 35209 

Web Site: www.alabamawoodturners.com 

Coming Events 

14 Apr – Nick Cook:  Use of the 
skew chisel. 

12 May – Nelson Brooks: 
Vacuum chucking and 
Segmented bowls 

9 Jun – Dave Chanslor: Two 
Piece Hollow Form 

14 Jul – Wes Jones: Surface 
Texturing 

 

Officers of AWA 

President – Dave Chanslor 

Vice President – Bruce 
Gibson 

Secretary – Richard Serviss 

Treasurer – Phillip Duffy 

Directors:  Worth Barham, Jim 
Black, Pat Connell, Don 
Blankenship, Phillip Fortmeyer, 
Lee Taylor and Jerry 
Osmundson 

Web Master – Robert Scheitlin 

Newsletter Editor – Jerry 
Hanchey 
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 As most of you know, in March we met just down the street from the 

Homewood Center at the Methodist Church due to a scheduling conflict.  
We had very good attendance and the meeting went well with an excellent 
demo by Pat Johnson.  We had about 80 people present and we had three 

new members sign up. 
 Pat Johnson turned a “natural surface vessel” which was fun to watch.  
The whole top of the vessel was bark except for the hole in the middle.  We 

got to see some hollowing and some very smooth lathe work from Pat.  Thanks Pat! 
 The much anticipated Jet Mini-lathe drawing took place at the March meeting with Bob Rosser in 
charge.   The lucky winner was Nevin Newton who says he can put it to good use.   The lathe was 

donated to AWA by Jet through Woodcraft.  We raised $577 for the club on the raffle.  Future raffles will 
be organized by Barron Bartlett.  We also gave away two door prizes - two $10  gift certificates for Craft 
Supplies.  The winners were Bill Cleage and Lee Beadles. 

 Phil Fortmeyer brought a trailer full of wood to the meeting to give away.– lots of wood!  There was 
pear, elm, pecan, hackberry just to name a few.  Phil lives close by so when he ran out he went back for 
more.  Thanks for bringing all that wood Phil.  Some of it was pear wood for the Bradford Pear 

Challenge.  We will hold that event at our April meeting where you can bring your entry for judging.  We 
will ask Nick Cook and two members as yet un-named to be the judges.  The prizes will be gift 
certificates you can use to buy more stuff. 

 We put out a signup sheet for Anchor wood end-sealer at the meeting and have enough interest to 
order a 55 gallon drum for our May meeting.  You will need to bring your own gallon jugs for filling.  Last 
year the cost was $6.00 per gallon and it will be about that this year.  It may go up a dollar, but it will be 

what ever it costs the AWA rounded up to the nearest dollar.  We will need some volunteers to help with 
the distribution so see Pat Connell if you can help with that operation. 
 The program for April will be Nick Cook from Atlanta.  Nick is famous for his skew chisel work and 

his rivalry with Alan Lacer – all in fun of course.  We look forward to Nick’s demo which will be very 
entertaining as well as educational.  Nick will have a work shop after the regular meeting but it is all 
filled up according to Will Pate. 
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220 Cahaba Valley Rd. 
Pelham, AL 35124 
Phone: (205) 988-3600 
Web Site:  www.woodcraft.com 
Email:  Birmingham-retail@woodcraft.com 
 
Store Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: 9 am – 7 pm 
Thursday: 9 am – 9 pm 
Saturday: 9 am – 6 pm 
Sunday: noon – 5 pm 

 
 

Go by and see Tom and the guys!! 
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The following article has been extracted from an article published on Popular Woodworking’s website.  The author is Judy Ditmer, a professional 

woodturner who has written some books and demonstrated throughout the U.S. and Canada.   Her article addresses many of the things we should 

think about when we’re fortunate enough to find some “free” wood and want to make it available for future turning. 
 

From Wood Chunk to Chuck 
 

Ideally, your turning wood comes to you in one of two ways: as 
fresh, sound green wood, in reasonably sized sections that you 
quickly rough-turn into bowls and/or cut into smaller, sound pieces 

to suit your particular needs; or as nicely cut-up, already dry (or 
wax-coated and therefore stable), sound pieces in sizes that suit 
your particular needs.  In real life, however, you’ll most likely end 

up with a hodgepodge of wet, damp, semi-dry, somewhat-
damaged, dry-but-with-cracks, and other categories of wood, some 
of it in nice tidy logs or squares, but more of it in odd chunks and 

shapes that don’t even make sense as firewood.   
 In consideration of the fact that you don’t necessarily know 
right now all of the types of turning you will ever want to do, you 

may legitimately choose to leave some of this wood in its original 
format, just in case you might someday want an odd-shaped piece, 
or one with bark on one side and a saw cut on the other, or 

whatever.  But generally speaking, it’s a good idea to go ahead and cut up most of this wood into somewhat standard pieces, which 
you can then dry and store properly.  “Properly” means in a way that preserves the material from further deterioration, and allows you 

to easily find what you are looking for when 

you need it. 
Because your needs are probably 

different from mine, you may make different 

cutting choices as you process your own 
wood, but a few principles will almost always 
apply.  Usually you will want to keep pieces 

as large as possible because you may need 
a large piece in the future.  That is, don’t cut 
a 2" x 2" x 20"-long square into 2" lengths.  

Perhaps you are making a lot of bottle 
stoppers now, but you might want to make a 
tool handle later on and you’ll want that 

length.  You can cut the piece shorter any 
time, but it’s hard to put it back together.  A 
large piece of log that has been sitting for a 

long time should probably be cut up when 
you acquire it.  Either it is still fairly wet, in 
which case you should process it as green 

wood before it begins to deteriorate; or it is 
fairly dry, in which case it will have at least 

some cracking, and you may as well cut it up.  The large size and weight of this beech log make it stable enough to cut without 

additional support.  Slice a piece off of one end to find out how deep the checking goes.  Sometimes there are many cracks that go the 
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whole length of the piece, rendering it 

useless.  More often, it’s possible to cut past 
some of the cracking and salvage useable 
pieces.  (If it’s bad, toss it right then. There is 

no reason to keep tripping over useless 
wood unless you have a wood burning stove.  
– editor.)   

 You may not always know what to do 
with an odd-shaped piece, and if it’s stable 
there’s no intrinsic reason to cut it 

immediately. But getting in the habit of 
processing most of your found wood quickly 
will save you time, trouble and wasted wood 

in the long run.    Keep in mind the sawyer’s 
job is the most skilled job at the mill.  As the 
sawyer in your mill, you have to take into 

account many factors, including the nature of the material, loss prevention, types of stock needed or possibly needed, how much 
space you have for storage, and others. With experience, you’ll gain confidence about how and what to cut, based on a growing 
understanding of what is in the log to start with, and what kinds of things you expect to do with the wood later. 
 
 
EDITOR’S FOOTNOTE – 
 Since this article is about “found” wood, there are a couple of other points which I think are worth mentioning.  First with regard to 

green wood; always apply an end-grain sealer as soon as possible after its cut.  As club members, we can get the “anchor seal” type 
product in quantity and sell it to members at very reasonable prices.  There is no reason not to have a jug or two on hand.  As anyone 
who’s lived in Alabama long knows, on a hot summer day, you can buck a log and stand back and almost watch it begin to 

crack…doesn’t take long.   Also, don’t forget to keep an eye on it.   After awhile, it may need another treatment. 
 Something else that will help is to cut the log into halves along either side of the center (pith) of the wood.  You still need to coat 
the ends of the log.  If you have the ability to do this, it will greatly reduce the likely hood of those radial splits that start at the pith and 

can run the length of your log.   The “ability” here refers to having the equipment (a sharp chainsaw and the means to secure the log 
so it won’t move while you make a rip cut along the grain of the piece). 
 The third thing has to do with the bark.  Infestation can be a big problem in these parts.  There have been many times I’ve started 

to turn a rather nice large chunk of wood only to discover that the grubs (worms) have tunneled so much, the piece is worthless.  It 
really doesn’t matter whether these are larvae from the Powder-Post Beetle or some other critter, it’s the results that hurt.  Often if you 
check the piece early by removing any loose bark and looking to see if the tunneling has begun.  Spraying it thoroughly with 

insecticide can save more damage.  If it’s a small piece, you might want to “nuke” it several times in the microwave to kill the worms.  
Regardless of what you do, if you don’t turn it pretty quickly and/or don’t treat it with something, it may well turn out to be a “woody 
sponge.”     J. Hanchey 
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Training Report – Will Pate THE MARCH WORKSHOP  

 When you ask Bill Hubbard how he knows when the finial 

is finished, he will smile and very softly say, “it just looks right.”  
Well, some have that gift and some of us are still desperately 
working trying to acquire the skill. 

 Bill’s approach to turning is simple and straight forward.  
You start and complete shaping from the small end and finish 
up next to the chuck.  The complete finial was turned with a 

¼spindle gouge with a standard grind (not fingernail.) 
Everyone in the class completed a nice finial the first try! 
 

Larry Thomas – “we missed you, get well soon.”  Thanks to 
Jerry Osmundson for helping on short notice. 

Class Schedule 

 
Apr 14 Hands-On Class with Nick Cook  
May 12 Special, Inside-Outside  Judy Osmundson 

 Ornaments Judy’s Way  
Jun 9 Basic Pen Turning Alton Sizemore 
Jul 14 Tool Making (Bill’s Shop) Bill West and Will  

  Pate 
Aug 11 How to use Scrapers Ronnie Perkins 
Sep 8 Spiraling & Texturing Tools Wilford Bickford &  

  Jerry Hanchey 
Nov 10 Round Robin Turning  
Dec 8 Christmas Party 
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 We will be glad to be back “at home” at the Homewood Center for our April meeting and we plan a big lunch for everyone 

there.  Our chefs will cook ‘burgers and ‘dogs for all.  Come on out and put on the feed bag! 
A special thanks to all those who helps us set up and clean up down at the Oakmont church at the March meeting and helped the 
meeting go smoothly. 

 We continue to work on arranging hands-on workshops with professional woodturners.   The Alan Lacer class was a big success 
and we had 14 people sign up for the Mike Mahoney classes in the fall.  The classes are scheduled for the second week in November 
and are to be full one day sessions with this well known master bowl turner.  Mike has been traveling so I have not yet had a chance to 

work on the details of the sessions.  I will have the sign-up sheet available at the next meeting if others are interested.  Will Pate is 
working on a possible workshop in the summer.  He is talking to Craig Timmerman about one or he may choose to identify another 
candidate.  I am excited about our training this year which is off to a good start and should be a very good year for training and skills 

development for our AWA members.  This is a primary objective of our organization.  In a survey we made last year, hands-on 
workshops were a high priority for AWA members. 
 
See you on April 14th!      
Dave 
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The Alabama Woodworkers are scheduling classes in 2007 and they are open to AWA members.  
Contact Mike Key mkey@certex.com Home phone: 205-663-9036 if you are interested in 

woodworking classes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

For those interested in joining our club, it is a great way to share and learn woodturning techniques.  With over a hundred members, 
the experience of our members ranges from novice to professional turner.  Some have big fancy lathes and some have none.  

Everyone who is the least bit interested in knowing more about this addictive hobby, contact Philip Duffy at (256) 355-4201 or Dave 
Chanslor at (205) 669-5196 and they’ll happily answer your questions and get you signed up.  OR…come visit us at our next 
meeting.  We meet the second Saturday of each month.  Meeting starts at 9:00 am, but people start showing up much earlier.  

Questions are welcome and answers are plentiful. 
 

Meeting Location  
 
From I-65 N, exit 256B (From I-65 S, exit 256A).  Turn West on Oxmoor Rd. go about .5 mi – halfway there take the left fork at the 
traffic light (means you’ll go straight ahead) – Turn left onto Oak Grove Road and go about .2 mi.  Homewood Senior Center is on 

the right. Check out our Web Site at www.alabamawoodturners.com for much more about our club. 
 

 
 


